Villemin does not neglect to control some of his experiments by leaving in the experimental stall rabbits not inoculated, all of which remained unaffected.
The identity of the disease in man and in the ox is inferred from the identity of the lesions produced in the rabbit. The track of the infection along the lymphatics is noted, as well as the multiplication of the infecting centres. Furthermore, the disease once induced in the rabbit is transferred to a second rabbit, and in one case to a third, by the introduction of tuberculous matter from the rabbit previously affected. It is manifest that, in this manner, all traces of the original matter introduced could be removed, and the disease thus shown to be a truly communicable one.
He does not neglect to showT in this way that the sputum of phthisical persons is infectious, and that some scrofulas also contain the tuberculous infection.
Thus, whatever may be said of individual experiments, the lines of experimentation were laid down, by which the whole subject could be elucidated.
To Villemin, in It is difficult, however, to see wherein successive inoculation differs, in this regard, from successive cultivation. As Professor Delepine has pointed out, the essential element is multiplication of the ferment, which must therefore be organised. The inoculation experiments demonstrate this multiplication clearly.
But as regards the actual amount of the materies morbi in the different products of tuberculosis, the discovery of the bacillus gives the most valuable and even necessary light. It is in consequence of this that we have been led to recognise the immense importance of tuberculous sputum as an agent in infection: a fact which escaped the keen genius of Villemin, but on which Koch at once fixed.
Then, again, the actual demonstration of the tubercle bacillus has been of the greatest service in diagnosis, and in avoiding pathological errors; though it may be admitted that these difficulties may also be settled by the method of inoculation, if more slowly, yet with greater certainty. 
